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The Proclamation is Wilbur Cross High School’s student newspaper, published in print and on 
line. It is dedicated to bringing you accurate, thorough, and complete news, features, arts, sports, 
editorials, and more. Opinions and viewpoints stated in The Proclamation are not necessarily the 

opinions or viewpoints of The Proclamation or its editors (except for unsigned lead editorials), the 
faculty advisor, Wilbur Cross High School, or the New Haven School District. The Proclamation is 

a designated public forum for student expression, and its mission and policy is to encourage student 
expression. Students make final decisions on content, edit the stories, and design the paper. View-
points, including ones that oppose those appearing in The Proclamation, are welcomed. Wilbur 

Cross High School students may submit articles and letters to the editor, the publication of which 
is subject to approval by the student editors. All articles and letters selected for publication are 

subject to being edited for length, clarity and appropriate language.
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Opinion
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It Is Not “Us” vs “Them”
By Aneurin Canham-Clyne ‘15 

“The idea of secondary bombs designed to kill the first responders is 
just sick. How does anyone become that evil?”-David Freddoso of the 
Washington Examiner in response to the Boston Marathon Bombings
 Imagine that you are at a barbecue with a bunch of your 
friends; you are in Yemen, rather than your homeland America. One 
moment the night is a relaxed, outdoor barbecue, in the next a mis-
sile drops from the sky and explodes in the middle of the party. Half 
a dozen are dead. This is what happened to Abdulrahman Al-Awlaki, 
a 17 year old American citizen, who fled the United State with his 
family following the invasion of Iraq. His father, Anwar Al-Awlaki 
was an American Citizen, born in New Mexico. Anwar Al-Awlaki was 
once a moderate Muslim cleric, who in the wake of 9/11 was asked to 
serve on government panels and write a Washington Post column on 
Islam and the United States. Then the U.S. invaded Afghanistan, and 
18 months later, in the spring of 2003, American soldiers streamed 
across the border of Iraq in a knowingly illegal war, and rekindled the 
sectarian violence that had plagued Iraq for the last 20 years. Now, 
drone strikes hit dozens of civilians a month in Yemen, Iraq, Pakistan, 
and Afghanistan. Al-Awlaki was murdered illegally: as an American 
citizen, he had the right to a trial by a jury, but instead he was mur-
dered in a strike initiated a thousand miles away, in the air conditioned 
control room of a secret American military base in the middle of Saudi 
Arabia.
 These drone strikes are largely kept classified, and the Obama 
administration claims all persons killed in these strikes have been mil-
itants. Obama’s military changed the definition of militant from an 
actual armed combatant, to any male of military age in the strike zone. 
To maximize damage, the drone pilots and their commanders launch 
one strike to hit the primary target and a second missile several min-
utes later to kill first responders. The real purpose of these strikes is to 
keep the local populace in fear and unresisting to American incursions 
into their sovereignty. Watching these strikes and hearing the gloat-
ing racist comments that come every time half a dozen “militants” 
get blown up, might be the root of someone so “evil” that they would 
plant a bomb amidst a crowd of civilians.
 Violence against civilians is never justified. But the American 
population seems to ignore the rampant violence orchestrated by our 
government and our soldiers overseas. This is because the violence is 
largely against Muslims, who are in this nation perceived as brutal, 
primitive, and savage.  The attitudes of our media, our government, 
and much of our electorate towards Muslims ignores the fact that the 
most violence against civilians is perpetrated by predominantly Chris-
tian nations, and the indisputable statistical fact that murder rates in 
most Muslim countries are far lower than they are in the United States. 
 Violence against civilians is never justified. But the Ameri-
can population seems to ignore the rampant violence orchestrated by 
our government and our soldiers overseas. This is because the vio-
lence is largely against Muslims, who are in this nation perceived as 
brutal, primitive, and savage.  
 

 

The attitudes of our media, our government, and much of our electorate to-
wards Muslims ignores the fact that the most violence against civilians is 
perpetrated by predominantly Christian nations, and the statistical fact that 
murder rates in most Muslim countries are far lower than they are in the 
United States. 
 This anti-Muslim bias is exemplified by some of the largest and 
most powerful news sources on the day of the Boston bombing.  For ex-
ample, among the Boston bombing victims was was a Saudi national who 
suffered grievous injuries and was taken to the hospital. The New York Post, 
Fox News, and other news outlets reported him as the prime suspect, solely 
because he was of Arab descent. This led to an impromptu search of his apart-
ment and is just one example of rampant racial profiling and discrimination in 
this nation where “All Men are created Equal.”
  Some of the media construes any attack against the United States 
as religiously motivated rather than politically motivated by violence abroad.
And every time a Muslim civilian is killed in  a drone strike, the news of their 
death is obfuscated using jargon such “collateral damage.” 
 Our response to 9/11 has led to a dangerous chipping away of our 
Civil Liberties. The Fourth Amendment guarantees American citizens against 
an unwarranted search, the First ensures the freedom of religion, press, 
speech, and assembly, and the Fifth Amendment guarantees that a citizen can-
not give self-incriminating testimony, and cannot be deprived of life, liberty 
or property without a fair trial. However, a series on laws passed in the last 35 
years have begun to chip away at this simple and clear legal definition of our 
rights. The 2011 National Defense Authorization Act which authorized the 
government to indefinitely detain anyone without due process of law, if they 
are under suspicion for terrorism. Recent inaction by the judicial branch has 
effectively allowed the Obama administration to kill at least three American 
citizens without a trial, with no representation on the citizen’s behalf, and no 
accountability. It is important for us to remember, in the wake of the Boston 
Bombing, we not become a nation with video camera on every corner.
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NewsDrowning the Dream
BY Jesus Abraham Morales Sanchez 
’14 

Since I was young, swimming has been one 
of my big pleasures. When I knew that Cross 
students were being offered the opportunity to 
swim in the school’s pool, I could barely contain 
my excitement. After a whole day of listening to 
teachers talk about court cases, DNA, integrals 
and essays, it was a glorious thought to be able 
to dive into the water, as childhood memories 
washed over me. The swimming Club, started 
by the Sophomore Kevin Rivas and supported 
by The Future Project program, became the 
opportunity to get closer to people I had never 
talked to. It made me feel proud to be a student 
here at Cross.
 Unfortunately, after four weeks of 
practices it came to an abrupt end; when the per-
mit for Wilbur Cross students to use the Wilbur 
Cross pool after school was revoked. It has been 
a source of major confusion among the members 
of the club, as well as a deep disappointment 
for everyone involved. What could have been a 
wonderful experience to join students from dif-
ferent backgrounds and interests, ended up just 
as it started - as a High School dream. 
 I don’t understand. On one side, teach-
ers and administrators encourage students to 
become part of the Cross culture, and contrib-
ute their intellectual, creative, or physical tal-
ents. However, for the members of the club, it 
was  upsetting. Why couldn’t we swim in our 
own pool? How can we contribute to Cross if an 
important chance to participate in an activity is 
ripped from our hands? 
 I think we’re owed an explanation, and 
I hope that the decision will be reconsidered.

Happy Birthday New Haven
BY Yaslinda Grant ‘14

    Take out your birthday candles, New Haven has turned 375.  In celebration of New Haven turn-
ing 375, there was a laser light show on top of East Rock.  This laser light show has been going on 
globally and they made a pit stop in New Haven to celebrate for us.  There was equipment set up 
on East Rock and they displayed these for four nights straight.  Although it was quite cloudy and a 
tad bit foggy at night, it was still quite visible and you could definitely see it from East Rock going 
across Interstate 95 and the Green.  Everyone was in amazement and many people didn’t know what 
to think.  A lot of people were even curious enough to follow the lights and make way to the top of 
East Rock. The artist behind these lights is, Yvette Mattern.  She said she is not only dedicating her 
art instillation of a rainbow to New Haven but also to the tragedy that occurred in Newtown with 
the Sandy Hook students and teachers.  She wanted to go for the look a natural rainbow and using 
seven vibrant colors.  Although it somehow looks like a rainbow, it also resembles a bright fan.  So… 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY NEW HAVEN! 

The Man Who Could Be Superintendent
BY Wesley Ayala ‘14

Garth Harries is a 40 year old assistant superintendent in the New Haven Public School system. 
Originally from Australia, Harries grew up going to private schools. He studied at Yale University 
as an undergraduate. He believes that everyone should go to college: “it’s not whether you are going 
to college, it is where you are going to college”. He mentioned that he believe everyone deserves to 
have the same opportunities he did when he was young.
  Harries acknowledged that the educational system has its ups and downs, and mentions that 
in his opinion biggest problem is the culture of blame pointing fingers towards each other and have 
no one resolving the problem. 
 Harries mentions that it will not be easy modifying Wilbur Cross, but he believes that he can 
help change the school for the better.
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Garth Harries Interviewed
Yaslinda Grant ‘14

“It’s very important for all of us to come together as a family and talk about important issues,” says Garth Harries. There’s a significant possibility Harries 
will become Superintendent of New Haven Public Schools. If so, he has a lot in store not only for New Haven but also for Wilbur Cross High School.
 Garth Harries moved to America from Australia and studied at Yale University at undergraduate level and later attended Stanford Law School. 

Harries wants to open up the doors of opportunity for 
students at public schools, much in the same way that 
private schools do.  He wants all students in New Haven 
to have the same advantages he did when he attended 
private school.  
 The journey to his current career was rigorous but 
rewarding. Harries went through the long trek of law 
school, which ended up destroying his interest in the 
law.  He decided to go into education. After six months 
of working in education, Harries realized that it was what 
he wanted to do; he wanted to make a change.  
 “There are so many good and so many frustrating 
things,”  he said, describing his feelings about education 
in New Haven, and what he has come across.  “I love to 
walk into a room and see that everyone is engaged and 
learning from one another, it takes student energy.”  
 When asked about Wilbur Cross, the largest high 
school in New Haven, Harries said “Cross is very diffi-
cult to lead.  The reputation of this school churns up prin-
cipals.  Every three years there’s a new principal.  This 
isn’t something good.” 
 Harries definitely has changes in store for Wilbur 
Cross, which inclue establishing an ELL academy and al-
lowing Students, Parents, and Teachers have input in the 
selection of our new principal. This would include  Har-
ries was asked about his primary goals for change and 
he ended with saying, “I want to maintain and manage 
school change.” Harries is one of a number of candidates 
for the Superintendent of New Haven.   

YOU 
HUNGRY?

NEED A 
SNACK?

...
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Day by Day: Boston’s Bombing
BY: Stephanie Arroyo ‘13

On Monday  April 15, 2013 at 2:48 PM two bombs exploded  near 
the Boston Marathon finish line. Three people were killed, including a 
8-year-old child, while over 280 are injured. 
 On April 17, Azamat Tazhayakov, Dias Kadyrbayev and Ro-
bel Phillipos entered into the alleged bomber and attempted to dispose a 
backpack with emprty fireworks and a jar of Vaseline. 
 On April  18, 2013 the FBI released photos of the two suspects. 
Later that day, two men, who are thought to be the bombing suspects, 
rob a 7-eleven store in Cambridge , Massachusetts, a few hours laer the 
suspects carjacked a black Mercedes SUV near Memorial Drive. 
 On April 19, police found the Mercedes SUV in Watertown; 
a gunfight ensued. The the suspects reportedly threw explosives at the 
police. One of the suspects was killed in the shootout. His name was 
Tamerlan Tsarnaev, he was 26-years-old. Tamerlan’s younger brother, 
Dzhhokar Tsarnaev, who is only 19-years old, escaped the police and was 
later found on a boat. Dzhhokar Tsarnaev suffered a gunshot wound to the 
throat, and is in serious condition at the hospital. He was in stable enoguh 
condition to talk to police, who after a delay read him his Miranda Rights, 
before he was charged. He might be sentenced to death.  

Tsarnaev Brother 
Caught: What’s Next?
BY Suzette Briones ‘15

Tamerlan Tsarnaev, 26, and his brother, Dzhokhar Tsar-
naev, 19 are the alleged Boston Bombers. There has not 
been a confirmation of any motive for the bombings. 
But there has been rampant speculation. Dzhokhar ad-
mitted to be motivated by "extremist Islamic beliefs" 
though has yet to stand trial. 
 Senator Marco Rubio, a Florida Republican 
who serves on the Senate Intelligence Committee, told 
reporters after emerging from a two-hour classified 
briefing with F.B.I. and intelligence officials Tuesday 
evening that the suspects were most likely radical-
ized over the Internet, but that investigators were still 
searching for possible sources of inspiration or support 
overseas, and at home.
 “The increasing signals are that these were in-
dividuals who were radicalized, especially the older 
brother, over a period of time — radicalized by Is-
lamist fundamentalist terrorists, basically using Inter-
net sources to gain not just the types of philosophical 
beliefs that radicalized them, but also learning compo-
nents of how to do these sorts of things,” Mr. Rubio 
told reporters. Dzhokhar is in custody right now. He is 
recovering from the gunshot wounds inflicted prior to 
his capture as well as a neck injury believed to be from 
a suicide attempt. He has reportedly cooperated with 
investigators.
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Remembering the Fallen
BY Wesley Ayala ‘13

 Krystle Campbell was a 29 year old woman who attended the Boston marathon every year. This 
year she was standing with a friend when the blasts devastated the area on April 15th. Her family was told 
that she was merely injured. Unfortunately she had been confused with her friend who was next to her at 
the moment the bombs exploded. Campbell’s parents were not aware of their daughter’s death, until after 
they entered the other woman’s hospital room thinking it was their daughter’s. Patty Campbell, her mother, 
who could barely speak because of her agonizing loss said: “She was a wonderful person. She was sweet 
and kind and friendly and she was always smiling.”  
 Martin Richard was 8 years old, the day after the explosions, people dropped flowers on the front 
steps of the Richard family’s two-story home where lived with his family in the Dorchester section of Bos-
ton. Martin was standing near the finish line when he and his family became part of the carnage there. His 
mother, Denise, and sister, Jane were badly injured by the blast. “Bad things happen, I understand that,” 

said Suzanne Morrison, a close friend of the fami-
ly. “But why three times over that family endured 
what they endured yesterday, that’s something I’ll 
never be able to process.” Martin was kindhearted 
and had an “infectious smile,” Ms. Morrison said. 
She said he had spent a school year in the same 
class as one of her daughters. “He was the one 
boy that all the girls had a crush on,” Ms. Mor-
rison said. “He didn’t shun the girls. He would 
play with them. He was just a great, great kid.” 
Martin was a third grader at Neighborhood House 
Charter School. He was frequently in front of his 
house playing sports with his brother and sister. A red bicycle helmet sat on the front lawn on 
Tuesday; basketball hoop and hockey goals were in the driveway.
 Lu Lingzi who was 23, had ambitions for a career in finance. News of her death Monday 
blew across the Internet and her home country of China; through a social network called Weibo, 
a Twitter-like micro blogging service used by tens of millions of people in that country, attracted 
more than 10,000 messages, mostly of sorrow, in the hours after the news media reported her 
death. “You are in heav-
en now, where there are 
no bombs,” said one 
message. Ms. Lu was 
in the United States as a 

graduate student at Boston University, and her background lists a succession of 
academic achievements and internships with financial firms. She appeared to be 
among the many hoping that an American degree would pave the way to a great 
job in business. She went to high school in Shenyang, a state-driven industrialized 
school in northeast China that fell on hard times, and then studied international 
trade at the Beijing Institute of Technology, and statistics at Boston University, 
according to her resume. But Ms. Lu shared other hopes and worries with other 
Chinese students studying in Boston. “She said she wanted to have a boyfriend 
as soon as possible, because her family was worried that if she couldn’t find a 
boyfriend they would have to help,” said Lu Meixu, her friend who also studies 
at Boston University. “She hoped she could meet ‘the one’ as soon as possible.” 
Ming Chen, a 23-year-old graduate student in computer science, met Ms. Lu when 
they were still in China, preparing to go to Boston to study. The two shared a love 
of the rock band Nirvana, he said, adding that she used the group’s line “smells 
like teen spirit” in her profile on a popular instant-messaging service in China. 
“She was optimistic, outgoing, and really hard-working,” he said.
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Home Made Death
BY Erin Duarte ‘13

Who knew something 
homemade would be 
so vicious and de-
structive? People use 
pressure cookers for 
more than preparing 
food. Pressure cooker 
bombs take the rapid-
ly-expanding gases in 
a typical gunpowder 
explosive and con-
tains their power until 
they detonate. When 
they rupture, it is far 
more violent than if 
the gunpowder was 
placed in a non-pres-
surized container.
 In 2004, the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) described that pressure cooker bombs 
were used by various rebels and militant groups in India and Algeria. In 2012 DHS mentioned that 
pressure-cooker bombs used in Afghanistan, Nepal, Pakistan, and a failed attempt in Times Square.
 The pressure cooker bomb used in the Boston Bombing was loaded with low-order explo-
sives, which caused a large explosion and also causes the blast pressure to build and disperse slowly 
but intensely.

Boston Will 
Survive
BY David Elkin-Ginetti ‘14

Boston is one of the most distinctly Ameri-
can cities, anchored in the country’s past, 
present, and future. It was a hotbed of the 
American Revolution in the 1700s, and was 
the cultural center of colonial New England. 
Today, it is filled with people hailing from all 
over the world, a true melting pot. Neighbor-
hood pride runs strong, but there’s a strong 
feeling of unity in the city. Boston is filled 
with colleges, guaranteeing an education and 
a better future for youth around the world. 
It’s ironic, then, that anyone would choose to 
bomb a city like Boston, especially during an 
event as full of joy as a marathon. The Boston 
Marathon is the oldest annual marathon, and 
one of the most prestigious. This bombing 
dealt a blow to the spirit of Boston, and the 
Marathon, but like New Yorkers after 9/11, 
the people of Boston didn’t waver in the face 
of horrifying violence; marathon runners ran 
towards the explosions rather than away so 
they could help the wounded. Mass violence 
is a test of the human spirit, but Boston’s 
spirit survived.

Syrian War Rages
By Aneurin Canham-Clyne ‘15

The shells still burst in the streets of Aleppo. Fighters strafe the rebelheld 
areas, obliterating buildings and civilians with bombs and rockets. The 
guns still rattle Syria’s largest city. The war rages on. March was the War’s 
deadliest month, with the Syrian Observatory for Human Rights (SOHR) 
estimating some six thousand people were killed over the course of the 
month. According to the BBC at least a third of these casualties were 
civilian, with just under three thousand documented deaths. The SOHR 
estimates in its new report that the house-to-house fighting, massacres, 
indiscriminate bombardment, and rocket barrages that characterize this 
war have claimed upwards of 120,000 lives. This is nearly sixty thousand 
more than the 62,554 people whose deaths have been documented and 
reported.  
 Despite the lack of information streaming out of Syria, news of 
another recent massacre have leaked out. Opposition forces have reported 
that upwards of 300 were killed near Aleppo. There has been no confir-
mation of this, but the massacre would be similar to others perpetrated by 
the government. At the same time reports of the use of chemical weapons 
have surfaced, but neither the Government or the Rebels have taken responsibility for the use of Sarin gas. In a surprising show of level-headedness, 
Chuck Hagel, the US Secretary of defense said of the attacks “Suspicions are one thing, evidence is another” Hagel implied the US would wait for fur-
ther evidence of chemical attacks, like the UN’s Soil Sample, before any action would be taken. This incident looks unlikely to prod the administration 
to cross the Chemical Weapons red line Hagel has repeatedly mentioned, and intervene on behalf of the rebels. Temporary Foreign intervention, like 
Air Support for the rebels, or a no-fly-zone may be necessary to bring the war to a swift end. Though European or American intervention would likely 
violate the soverignty, purpose and credibility of the Syrian Rebbels, leading to a situation like Lybia. It appears increasingly unlikely that the US and 
by extension NATO as a whole will lend military support to the rebels. Without a dramatic shift in the momentum, like US or European air support, the 
war will likely grind on for months, maybe years in a gruesome stalemate. 
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Features

Tower One: The Beggining
BY Erin Duarte ‘13

 Tower One opened in 1971 and was designed by renowned 
architect Charles Moore. Tower East, the sister of Tower One, opened in 
1982. Tower One was the winner of multiple Best Practice Awards from 
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development and the Connecti-
cut Assisted Living Association. It was the recipient of four HUD grants 
(in 2000, 2001, 2002, 2005) for the conversion of nine floors to assisted 
living apartments. Tower One is governed by a volunteer Board of Di-
rectors that includes community leaders from throughout New Haven 
County.

Eating Bambi
BY Stephanie Arroyo ‘13

"I'm the one who ate Bambi," said Dana Peokley. Dana was born in Maine in 
1934, living in the forest with his family. He grew up eating deer and moose 
meat, and attended school in a small cabin in the woods. There were eight grades 
in the single cabin. 
 Dana, at the time of the interview was 79 years old, and he lives in Tow-
er One, an assisted living community for the elderly. He continued to described 
his early education, mentioning that luckily, there were less than ten students in 
the cabin. There was no running water and the students had to use an outhouse, 
which consisted of a hole on the ground. He once had a teacher who was 7'2” 
whom he "never messed with." 
 As he talked about his childhood, he revealed that his family only show-
ered once a week, and they had to heat their own bath water. Dana remembered 
that he loved to pick berries as a child. One day, he ventured into some bushes in 
order to get to the bigger berries, and was nose to nose with a black bear.

It Wasn’t Love at First Sight
BY Wesley Ayala ‘13

Can you believe that back in the day, marriages were arranged and one had nothing to say in the matter? Well, that was the experi-
ence of Florencia Rivera, a 71-year-old resident at Tower One. 
 “I grew up in the forest,” she said. Florencia grew up in the forested region of Puerto Rico and her childhood was filled 
with “happiness and very few worries.” As Florencia grew up, she bounced from New Haven to Puerto Rico constantly, due to 
school changes. When she turned 18, her father introduced her to her new husband, who was 28 years old. “I had to get used to 
him,” Florencia said. “It wasn’t love at first sight.” 
 Florencia ended up having four children, and said she spent some of the best moments of her life with her husband, who 
is now deceased.
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Not Just on the Price Tag
BY Chloé Anzardi ‘13

New York, 1911: The sky is dark, and 
there is guilty silence from the crowd. 
A high building is burning with the last 
flames of the Triangle Shirtwaist Fire. 
One year before, this same building was 
alive and bustling. But the cries of the 
women who just wanted to be treated just-
ly and humanely were ignored, and now, 
the voices are silent. The corpses covering 
the ground seemed to accuse each person 
present: “You didn’t want to hear me, but 
now it’s too late and you’ve killed me.” 
 She was a 14-year-old teenager 
who came for the American dream, but 
now she’s one of those who jumped from 
the window and can’t be recognized, even 
by her sister. 
 She was a 13-year-old girl who 
worked 14 hour shifts for $2.00 a day, but 
now she’s just some ashes on the ground. 
 146 dead, 62 who jumped, 14 who fell in the elevator shaft, 20 who tumbled off the fire escape, 50 who burnt in the 
building. Average age: 16 years old. Finally, the government understood that there was something wrong with the private factory 
systems and 30 new laws were enacted after the incident. Those teenagers had their voices heard, but they were too late to see 
the results. 

Abel’s Story
BY Aneurin Canham-Clyne ‘15

Abel Mbaissouroum’s country was torn apart by Civil War when he was seven, in 2005. 
Chad is a small nation that is heavily dependent on agriculture and oil. In the summer 
the streets of the capital are filled with children playing soccer. The city where he lived 
sat near the edge of the Sahara desert, just to the south of Lake Chad, where he learned 
to swim, and where he was alter chased by Hippos. Chad is home to many animals, in-
cluding lions, and elephants, it is a land of intense natural beauty, with rolling hills, and 
vast sand dunes, as well as one of the largest freshwater lakes in Africa. In the summer, 
“you could cook meat on the sand because it got so hot,” recalled Abel. His family left 
the capital of Chad, N’Djamena to escape the violence brought about when Sudanese 
backed rebels attacked the capital and attempted to depose the controversial president 
Idriss Deby.  Abel said of the rebels “They bombed the house on top of us, we were lucky 
because we had a basement house under us…and we were hiding there.”
 His family fled to Cameroon, and then to Burkina Faso. Abel finally started his 
life here when he was 12, thanks to the IRIS program, which was featured in our last 
issue of the proclamation. When Abel arrived in this country his family had almost noth-
ing, IRIS has helped them secure their green cards, housing, schooling, and employ-
ment.  Despite the success of his family, and the strife of his home country, Abel still 
misses his homeland, he says it is too cold here. “Even in the summer it is breezy.” He 
left everything in his home country, but IRIS has helped his family rebuild a semblance 
of their former life.
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“Mohamad Mohamad”
BY Yaslinda Grant ‘14 & Tayna Rodriguez ‘16

“I didn’t even know blonde existed,” said 17 
year old Mohamad Mohamad, describing a 
first reaction when he arrived in America six 
years ago.  Yes, his first name is Mohamad; 
his last name is also Mohamad.  His parents 
were born and raised in Somalia.  In 1991, 
during the war in Somalia, his parents fled 
to Kenya. In 1995 Mohamad Mohamad was 
born in a refugee camp with many other Ke-
nyans. 
 At age 11, Mohamad and his family 
immigrated, by plane, from Nairobi to New 
York. They were assisted by UNHCR, the 
UN Refugee Agency, which helps families 
like Mohamad’s start anew in America and 
other countries. As he stepped off the plane, 
he took his first whiff of “American air.” He 
describes America as if he was talking about 
another century and sometimes another 
world.  “I saw a big road with cars on top, 

but now I know it’s called a highway.”  From the airport, Mohamad took a limo to New Haven.  
 Mohamad has been through a lot in his country and he says he wants to stay here because of all the opportunities he can 
take advantage of by living in America: “Nothing here reminds me of my country.”  In order to fulfill his dreams of success, he 
is enrolled in all honors classes, as well as the Developing Tomorrow’s Professionals program that will help him attend college, 
stay there, and graduate on time.  His goal is to become either a public health assistant or an accountant.    
 Mohamad is also very involved in extracurricular activities, and is on the soccer team at Cross. He commented on the 
racial diversity of the team, saying that “It feels great to know about a lot of ethnicities because all of these races weren’t in the 
refugee camp.”  The soccer team has players from America, Mexico, Jamaica, Ecuador, Colombia, and countries in Africa.  
  Mohamad loves that America is a “melting pot” and he can interact with people of all races.  His only complaint is, as 
he says,“The government doesn’t mind their business. They’re involved with too much stuff.”  
  “My father is fifty-three and disabled; it’s very hard for him to walk and he can’t work because of his condition.  My 
mother doesn’t work either.  I want to do all I can to give back to them and my little brother.”

Farewell Cross
BY Tayna Rodriguez ‘16

My name is Cristina Marie Ambert, and I have been at Wilbur Cross since 2009. I’m finally graduating this year! However, if I 
am missing one credit, I might have to go to Adult Education, and that is the number one place I don’t want to be. I only have 19 
credits but I need 26 to graduate, and since I’m failing two of my main classes, I have to bust my behind to receive my diploma. 
 It’s not that I want to get out of Wilbur Cross as soon as possible. It’s because I want to show my little brothers and sis-
ter that if I can do it, they can do it too. You just have to put your mind into your goals! Sometimes I wish I took my freshman, 
sophomore and junior year more seriously so I wouldn’t have to be worried about not graduating this June. I know my mom will 
not physically be at my graduation, but in my heart, she will always and forever be with me. R.I.P, my beautiful mother, and rock 
the heavens on my graduation and for my brothers and sisters. They will be there, watching me on stage as I receive my high 
school diploma! 
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The Chronicles of China (To be Continued in Next Issue)
BY Olivia Joy ‘14

In a world where Bok Choy and fried noodles replace your morning 
bowl of Fruit Loops with milk, you would think it would suddenly 
hit me like it did Dorothy from the Wizard of Oz, that we were very 
far from home. But as I walked through the Summer Palace enrap-
tured by the garden corridor decorated with over 8,000 ornately hand 
painted wooden beams, hiked to the top of the Great Wall of China, 
biked around historical Xi’an’s city walls, and walked through the 
streets of Shanghai on our last night, I found myself still proclaiming 
in what can only be described as a sublime trance of blissful disbe-
lief, “Guys, we’re in China!” (more for my own sake than anyone 
else’s.) Notably, I found chopsticks to be a natural extension of my-
self. Although Simon, our tour guide, might disagree as he expressed 
amusement at my eating noodles by twirling them with my chop-
sticks as one would eat Spaghetti with Marinara sauce.
 I felt as if I had stepped through the wardrobe and into Nar-
nia, a world where time had ceased to please all around me and I was 
living in an Elysian dream I never wanted to end. “Do you suppose 
there is such a place, Toto? There must be. It's not a place you can 
get to by a boat or a train. It's far, far away. Behind the moon, beyond 
the rain...” While China wasn’t quiet as far as behind the moon, the 
15 hour flight was long enough.
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Arts
“Good Will Hunting”
BY Stephanie Arroyo ‘13

The movie Good Will Hunting (1997) is about leaving your 
past behind. Will  (Matt Damon), the protagonist, is a genius 
pressured by a college professor to reach his full potential. 
Will was an abused foster child and  as a result, grew up be-
lieving that he couldn’t trust anyone. The college professor 
encourages Will to  find someone in his life that he could trust, 
and Will’s therapist, Sean McGuire (Robin Williams) becomes 
that person as Will realizes that he and Sean have a lot in com-
mon. Will comes to understand that the abuse he suffered as 
a child  wasn’t his fault, and that he needs to let go of his past 
and live his life. In the end, Will just gets into his car and fol-
lows his heart with the new knowledge that being happy is bet-
ter than being successful, and left a note to his therapist saying 
“Had to see about a girl.”

Lars And The Real Girl
BY Aneurin Canham-Clyne ‘15

Lars is so withdrawn that his skin feels like its burning if someone touches 
him. Craig Gillespie’s comedy/drama Lars and the Real Girl tells the story 
of Lars Lindstrom, a painfully shy recluse played by Ryan Gosling, and 
his attempt to find love, with a doll (no worries; it’s PG-13). Lars, under 
pressure from his brother and his sister-in-law to meet new people, orders a 
highly realistic sex doll online. He proceeds to invent a highly complicated 
backstory for her which he names Bianca, and begins to wheel her around 
in a wheelchair as though she were his girlfriend. 
 The movie is filled with wonderful shots of the townspeople look-
ing creeped out, and the reactions of complete strangers to Lars’ obsession 
and “conversations” with Bianca create some of the most natural moments 
of humor in movies. Gillespie’s camerawork is superb and highlights the 
strange hilarity of the situation, as well as the touching sadness seen dur-
ing the end of the movie. While this may seem like a one-joke show, the 
wonderful cast (including Emily Mortimer and Paul Schneider) and the 
tender writing make this movie a nuanced film, with brilliant streaks of 
comedic insight, and despondent moments that show us the depths of Lars’ 
troubles, and the lingering effects of his isolated childhood. This is truly a 
great movie.
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Doll Love
BY Erin Duarte ‘13

Knock, KNOCK. Lars welcomes a visitor; sitting at 
the kitchen table, being catered to, Lars brushing her 
hair, she is Lars’s prize possession, and she is also a 
plastic doll. Lars treats her as though she has a real life: 
they go shopping, she works as a model for a clothing 
store,  she goes to bed at night she even gets elected to 
the schoolboard. Bianca does everything we do. Ex-
cept, she’s not a human. Lars acts as though they’re 
together; because he is lonely, because he is overly shy 
and afraid. Lars needed someone who he could feel 
comfortable around. However, there is a twist to the 
story; A doctor, there to help with Bianca’s health, 
turns out to be giving Lars therapy and guide him 
through his emergence from isolation. Through that 
journey, the doctor helps Lars shatter his shyness and 
break free of the situation. It turns out, Lars becomes 
convinced that Bianca is in a coma and set the date of 

her funeral. This part touched me and made me laugh, because he cried out with so much emotion that  his feelings flew through the screen and touched 
you as if you were there. but it made me laugh because it was all for a doll. Lars spread so much positivity through Bianca. Lars then came to find one 
of his co-workers attractive, and trying to think of a way to connect with her and not knowing how she felt about him, finally spoke with her at Bianca’s 
funeral, and asked her to go for a walk.

BY Suzette Briones ‘13

Lars has just unpacked his “girlfriend”. The love 
doll is sitting next to Lars on the couch and directly 
across from her is Lars’ brother Gus and his preg-
nant wife Karin. They are staring at the love doll, 
that Lars bought from the internet, as if it were a 
ghost. Karin is shocked and speechless. Lars is pre-
senting the doll as his girlfriend, named Bianca. Gus 
and Karin just start blankly at Bianca and watch how 
Lars talks to her and pretends that she is responding 
to all the questions. He comes up with a fake life 
for her; She is supposedly half Danish and Brazil-
ian, she is also in a wheelchair. Karin pulls Gus into 
kitchen to talk about what is wrong with Lars. Gus 
freaks out and says he believes his brother is psy-
cho, then he looks into the living room and sees his 
brother carry Bianca to the kitchen table. They all sit 
awkwardly at the table and eat dinner quietly.
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Assassination of A High School President
BY Aneurin Canham-Clyne ‘15

When Bobby Funke (it’s pronounced Funk), a high school journalist 
who’s never written an article, is accused of the theft of his school’s SAT 
booklets, he sets out to find the real culprit. What follows is a surreal 
90-minute journey through the criminal underworld of high school, end-
ing in a scandal that implicates the class president and star basketball 
player Paul Moore. 

  The film is an incisive satire of the high school experience blended 
with film noir, a self-serious not-so-hardboiled reporter as the protago-
nist. The movie is wonderfully written, with Bruce Willis’ deranged 
monologue about his service in Iraq, to the nearly incomprehensibly fake 
accent of the school’s number one trouble maker. The dialogue drips with 
double entendres and mysterious one liners. The cast is brilliant, with 
Reece Thomspon playing a gum-chewing thick-headed reporter, while 
Bruce Willis gives a classic performance as a deranged soldier turned 
high-school principal, alongside Mischa Barton as a femme fatale the 
audience roots for until the final seconds. 

  The movie draws much of its magic from its weird atmosphere, 
which seems to wander from Clueless to Brick and all other high school 
movies in between. Despite references to Chinatown, Fast Times at 
Ridgemont High, and dozens of other movies, Assassination of a High 
School President always maintains its own twisted identity and strange 
logic. Locations seem loosely connected, characters become caricatures 
and impossibly strange, but somehow the sharp writing, Reece Thomp-
son’s silly, nasal, narration, and his tragically short-sighted character pull 
the whole thing together. Ultimately, this movie could not work any other 
way.   

NEED A QUICK 
SNACK?

WANT SOME 
HOME-MADE 

ITALIAN 
FOOD?

...
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High School Music 
Festival at Woolsey  Hall
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Pep Rally Pumps Cross’ Blood
BY: Jin Soo Park ‘14

On March 28, 2013, Hakeem Drake, a student at Wilbur 
Cross High School created the first student organized House 
vs. House Basketball Tournament PEP Rally.
 The money earned from selling the tickets for the 
rally was donated for the Best Buddies and Unified Sports 
Program. 
 Even though the pep rally was delayed for months, 
Drake and Mr. Brady, the director of The Future Project, 
worked an extensive amount of hours to make this day hap-
pen. "I just wanted to see everything come together... My 
passion is to bring everyone together and have the impos-
sible possible."- said Drake.
 His words rang true throughout the school. His ear-
nest efforts brought an outstanding outcome with around 
700 students and staff members united in one place chang-
ing the impossible to possible. He has done it! 
 Rhiannon Hoffman, a Sophomore at WC High 
School, pointed out "I think it was one of the best pep ral-
lies we ever had. Everyone is so lively. It kept the school 
spirit alive. I hope we do this again!" Chantelle Hedge, a 
senior at WC High School, said: "This pep rally was way 
better than the last one! It was awesome! I knew it was Ha-
keem's pep rally so I came out to support him. [The school] 
really needed this and I am so happy that Hakeem has orga-
nized this amazing day! And we need to have another pep 
rally before I graduate!!" Even Mr. Samuel Marquez, dean 
of students for the Y-House could not contain his excite-
ment, "It's awesome! They are doing a great job in bring-
ing students together. It raises the school spirit. Everyone is 
having an amazing time! I love it!" 
 With a positive attitude around all the corners of the 
gym, a jaw dropping dunk from Chan and the blasting mu-
sic, the rally was on its way to rock the audience. DJ Loren 
did a phenomenal job in pumping everyone's blood for this 
unforgettable event. 
 All of this is what helps make Wilbur Cross so 
unique. The enthusiasm in the school is something we could 
never find anywhere else, other right here among these gift-
ed and talented students. Because of one student in making 
a change in the society, we have become unified as a school, 
and as a community. 

Sports Track And Field
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